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Dear Friends,

It has been with great joy that I’ve 
watched as parishes across our diocese 
have embraced Encountering Christ. It 
is inspiring to see moments of grace 
as people all across our diocese have 
experienced a personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ through the many 
visits with each other. 

Wave 1 parishes have launched their 
campaigns, and pastors and volunteers 
recently attended kickoff events with 
Bishop Vásquez. It was heartwarming 
to see so many Catholic leaders 
together to celebrate our diocese and 
give such thoughtful consideration to 
how this campaign will address needs 
that profoundly affect the future of 
our local church. Like many who were 
present, I left these meetings inspired 
by our bishop’s words and riding a wave 
of enthusiasm for this effort.

As director of Stewardship and 
Development, thank you for your 
continued support of our diocese and 
its mission and ministries. 

Sincerely,

Scott Whitaker 
Director of Stewardship and Development

Encountering

CHRIST “So we, though many, are one body in Christ.”  
~ Rom 12:5

Wave 1 underway in 58 parishes
Wave 1 of Encountering Christ has now 
launched, with 58 parishes beginning 
the capital campaign to meet local and 
diocesan needs. Bishop Joe Vásquez 
welcomed Wave 1  pastors and Cam-
paign Executive Committee members 
for an orientation and kickoff at  
Ascension Parish in Bastrop on Au-
gust 1, at the Mayborn Convention 
Center in Temple on July 31, and at 
Sacred Heart in Austin on July 26. 

“It means so much to me that you are supporting your pastor, parish and me 
as we embark on this journey together,” Bishop Vásquez told those gathered 
at Ascension Parish. “I am grateful for the faith that you have in God and the 
Diocese of Austin.”

Sacred Heart Parish in Austin hosted another orientation for the wave’s pre-
dominately Spanish-speaking parishes. All total, 750 pastors and volunteers 
attended these Wave 1 orientations. 

Bishop Vásquez explained to volunteers that when the diocese explored the 
viability of launching a capital campaign, they asked themselves, “What is God 
asking us, the Diocese of Austin?” and “What are the needs of the diocese?”  

“In exploring and discussing these questions, we discovered that the diocese 
is extremely blessed; we are grateful for all that God has done and is doing in 
our diocese,” he said. “But, we also realized that this local church continues 
to grow; thus, there is always more that can and should be done to serve the 
needs of the people.”

He added, “To continue to have a strong diocese, we must create strong parishes 
where priests and faithful work together to create a community of faith.”

Wave 1 parishes plan to use their share of campaign funds — 30 percent up 
their goals, and 70 percent over goal — for a variety of local needs, from 
strengthening ministries and programs to maintenance and repairs to their 
churches, parish halls and religious education centers. They have a collective 
goal of $10.7 million.

The seven Pilot Phase parishes have now raised 126 percent of their $2.2 mil-
lion goal.

All parishes in the diocese will participate in Encountering Christ. The remain-
ing parish waves will begin in January and July 2019.
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Special to thanks to the 750 pastors and 
volunteers who attended Wave 1 orientations.



Encountering Christ supports our retired priests
The priests of our diocese give their lives in service to 
our community of faith. They baptize our babies, witness 
our marriage vows and preside at the funeral Masses of 
our loved ones. They provide pastoral care and leadership 
integral to our parishes, schools, missions, hospitals and 
other ministries. 

Even when their years of active 
ministry end, these holy men never 
retire from their vocation to the 

priesthood. They continue to serve us through prayer and 
often continue to assist in our parishes. Oftentimes, they 
seem to be busier in retirement celebrating the sacraments 
and helping out their brother priests!

To assist priests during their retirement, the Austin Pension 
and Plan and Trust was established several years ago. 

Retired priests serve us 
through prayer and often  

assist in our parishes.

While not a formal member of the Campaign Executive Committees at the 
parishes he is assigned to, Deacon Alvin Frerich was drawn to assist with 
Encountering Christ because of the support the campaign will give to our clergy.

“Taking care of clergy in all stages of their life is most important,” he said.  
“That always touches me, so I got involved. That’s just the number one 
priority we should always be thinking about.” 

Deacon Frerich also realized the importance of Encountering Christ in fulfilling 
the diocese’s Pastoral Plan, Encounter that Leads to Transformation. He shared 
his enthusiasm for the campaign with his parishioners at St. Mary of the 
Assumption Parish in String Prairie and Sacred Heart Parish in Rockne during 
Masses, at meetings and during one-on-one discussions. 

Both parishes participated in the Pilot Phase of Encountering Christ under 
Salvatorian Father Dariusz Ziebowicz and exceeded their goals. Deacon Frerich 
credits the dedicated committee volunteers at St. Mary and Sacred Heart for 
their success.

“My approach was to just talk to the people, to see what was on their mind,” 
he said. “The campaign was just an avenue for me to share ways to encounter 
Christ. I enjoyed it very much. That’s part of being a deacon.”

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT  |  Deacon Alvin Frerich

The diocese currently has 38 retired priests, with another 
40 within 10 years of retirement age. The pension plan 
and trust provides a steady income that retired priests can  
use for their housing and living expenses. However, this 
plan is currently underfunded for the number of priests 
who will access it in the future. Encountering Christ will 
add $5 million to the pension plan and trust to meet the 
anticipated shortfall.

‘Taking care of clergy in all stages of their life is most important.’


